
 
Will Deane be in contact with QBC during his sabbatical? 

An important part of sabbatical is to make a complete break 

from things. Deane will not be physically present at Queensway 

during October, November and December nor will he be 

providing any spiritual leadership to the congregation during 

that time. As indicated on the attached document,PLEASE do 

NOT contact Deane or Annette (i.e. email, text, social media, 

phone etc) during the 13 weeks of his sabbatical. Please respect 

this necessary boundary. For his part, and to maintain his part in 

this healthy boundary, Deane is planning to “fast” from all social 

media and electronic communication anyway.  

 

 

In the event that some extraordinary news must  

be communicated to Pastor Deane, Mark Culshaw 

(Church Moderator) or Pastor Ryan will be  

responsible for doing so. 
 

 

 

I have a sabbatical question not listed here. Who do I ask? 

Please see or contact any member of Church Council (including 

the Moderator) if you have any further questions related to 

Pastor Deane’s sabbatical during fall 2018.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

queensway.org 

office@queensway.org 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 

regarding pastoral sabbaticals.  
 

Distributed to the congregation of Queensway Baptist Church 

by Church Council as a means of sharing information about 

Pastor Deane’s 3-month sabbatical in the fall of 2018 including 

what the congregation’s role will be in his absence. 

 

What is a sabbatical? 

The word sabbatical has it roots in the biblical concept of 

sabbath (“to rest” or “to cease”). Sabbath keeping is the setting 

aside of time that God consecrates and makes holy. This 

sabbatical leave is a time for Pastor Deane to shift gears in order 

to rest, disengage, study, reflect in order to return to us 

refreshed and renewed in mind, body and spirit. 

Church Council agreed in late 2017 to a sabbatical proposal 

from Deane and this approval was communicated to the 

congregation at the AGM held in January 2018.  

 

Sabbatical is more than simply a break from meetings, ministry, 

budgets, sermons and people in need. Neither is it merely 

additional vacation time. It is a purposeful time for Deane to 

receive spiritual nourishment, a change in perspective, to 

deepen his relationship with God – in short, an intentional 

season of spiritual growth. We trust this time will also be a 

season of growth for the entire congregation. 

 

 

Do other ministers receive sabbaticals? 

A growing number of congregations are realizing the personal 

toll that pastoral ministry can take on clergy. In order to see their 

pastors refreshed and readied, sabbaticals are increasingly being 

seen as a means of extending the pastor/church relationship 

and avoiding pastoral burn-out. 



Who is paying for the sabbatical? 

As announced at the AGM in January 2018, Church Council 

sees this sabbatical opportunity as an investment in a strong, 

healthy future for Queensway. As such in addition to Pastor 

Deane’s salary continuing during the sabbatical, additional 

sabbatical related expenses will be drawn from the “Vision 

Fund”. 

 

 

How long will Deane be gone? 

Deane will officially begin his sabbatical on Monday October 1, 

2018 and return to the church office on Wednesday January 2, 

2019. His return to the office will include an additional one 

week residential in Toronto related to his doctoral studies. This 

will take place from January 7-11, 2019. 

 

 

Who will cover Deane’s responsibilities in his absence? 

In terms of the weekly service, The Worship Support Team in 

cooperation with the World & Community Support Team have 

planned a series of guest speakers and visiting ministries for 

each Sunday throughout October and November. Pastor Ryan 

will lead the church through Advent and Christmas in 

December. 

 

 

What about his responsibilities throughout the rest of the 

week? 

The document you are holding contains a complete list of 

pastoral duties/needs that you may face during the sabbatical 

weeks. Each item has a corresponding contact (name, team etc) 

as well as email addresses and phone numbers. Please utilize 

this resource for any ministry concerns or questions that may 

arise in Pastor Deane’s absence. 

 

 

Why can’t I just call Pastor Ryan? 

Pastor Ryan will continue to carry his own portfolio of ministry 

responsibilities during the sabbatical but will also serve as the 

defacto Lead Pastor during Deane’s sabbatical. You will note in 

this very document that Pastor Ryan WILL serve as the point of 

contact for some of the pastoral issues normally led by Deane. 

Please contact him directly should any of these pastoral needs 

arise. For the remaining items listed, you are encouraged to 

make use of those contacts first and to refrain from simply 

calling Pastor Ryan. 

 

 

Will the church just be in a “holding pattern” while Deane is 

away? 

NO! While these three months should be seen as a sabbatical 

for the congregation too, it is Council’s fervent hope that 

Queensway will not merely “maintain” or “manage” during the 

fall but will instead continue to flourish. It is hoped that during 

the sabbatical months the church will prayerfully assume an 

increased ownership of our shared ministry and that by doing 

so WE TOO would be refreshed and restored by God’s Spirit. An 

ideal outcome upon Deane’s return in January is that he will 

need to “catch up” to where God has led the church over the 

prior 3 months. 

 

 

What exactly will Deane be doing on his sabbatical? 

The point of a sabbatical is not the accomplishing of an 

extensive to-do list but there are some specific activities Deane 

has already indicated he will be participating in. This includes 

attending a leadership conference held in Atlanta Georgia in 

early October, and intentionally visiting a variety of 

congregations to explore and observe a spectrum of ministry 

methods and practices. Intentional time will also be spent 

reading, writing and resting. 


